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| (:[44h, God) 4, will pour" 994 10f my: Spirit upon 
and your Sons 4ud your Dang bters ſhell Prophefie, and 
_ young men' (hall [ee Viſions; and our old men hal 
dyeamse. | 5/10 | tj bas $£13nsl 
Ana on my SErvents, and ow my Heud meidens. I will pour out 
io theſe days of wy Spirit apd they ſha Prophefie.” : © 


| Tis a very great kindneſs 25 well as 
Juſtice that we owe to our judgments 
and underſtandings. tg lodge-no+ 


.\ to Truch and Reaſon; but what can 
- be accounted-for when we are called 
before others to yindicate our ſelvesz 


but what i$/10.its conſequences and effects really ad« 


vantagequsto the.needs and neceſiities, as well as to 
the pleaſures and delights of the Soul. And thoſe 
men that are eaſily impoſed upon, and ſufferithem« 
ſelves: to be diſpoled of, either by the Rhetorickor 
Flartery of others, they are very falſe and tredche- 
rous to that excellent Being which God hath given 
them. B And 


I 


(t thing in them:;but whats agreeable 


4 
; 


witneſs tht 
Nutther of the 
late King. 
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And amongſt many other truths, in which the ſoul 
of man ought carefully to concern. it ſelf, 1 think, 
re; r grounds, "the 
Norion of the-Spirit of "God "is one,” the not vonder- 
ſtanding whereo aright, hath had. as pernicious an 
influence upon the Charch'of God as any thing Hiſto- 
ry informs us of, and to recken up the ſeveral evils 


that have ſprung ſrom hence, vcd eſs 
picge of | 1 ad e and 
pixy of wotk; | "Not Mo tloſs 


of life, as well as reputation : from hence have men. 
grown proud and ſawcy-, and adopted all the filly 
and groundleſs conceits of their own brains into the 
fundamental ayd abſolute necefſzries' of \Religien, 
and bave.been hugely troubleſome to all theWeigh- 
boyrhoogd;if with an equal zeal: they wortd a6t; as 
well. propagate and ſpread'abroad, as ſuck in"their 
fancies and fickly imaginations” From henee*have 
aiſen-thofs ſeparations of men from one #nother, ind 
that with'the vileſt refleQions pon each'other'thar- 
could be, calling, nay dooming each other as limbs 
of Antichriſt, and ſpawn 'of Hel, © as4gterſons tha 
ſtand-in a dire oppoſition to' the Kingdom/af the 
Lor& Jeſus, 2nd 'with all might endgagenring whe 
utter ouin andextirpation of one anothegi "Yea Faiita 
word; 'the quarrels about the Spitit hay @Fiwſc Mi 
and men: have 'conteited' (themſelves 1&6 #GHee#'by Ip, 
that they have altered, as far as they could, the very 
nature of:things, and have made thoſe things lawful 
by neceſſity and -providence', which” Scriprute '2nd 
right: Reaſon have determined before hanid as ytrerly 
unlawful. val oAeqes ED en I 
And therefore certainly it ſtands ns all inſtead tofet 
this Notion right ig our heads, that ſo we. may not 
fall into thoſe inconyeniencies, which a wrong ap- 
prehenfion 


| 


Ty ni con 


/ po Ck MiftadceF how; 
# chatthe'! aA Dienu ir Lord tg 
plencifally od withal at: ow firſt ſerriag out, 
ir 6rder' £6 the'ferdement} of: putty i - the 
youry kriffor the'better e x” eat det 
we Art £theſef we fn 20909 
it a3 tN20 the Hu 2ftet 
thy rot: Glioſt, Now'Te is plaiw that 

the” Spirir of the Apoltles was Neg rhe ea 
_ were ſent about, rot Fre tnn by 

"a tnlk; fre heale wg 
Spieit THtta 24, rnb i; RARE 
+ they ha were ab % $," th {en at- 
reftarion to affy i hee, hd oh God 
Wath all'a nſed por ipory grear Secaſions they were 

_ yo with t &; fuch #5 they were as: 
Med" Wicha! fore; ' 4 1 born'B 

bp NOten Hngupgeof his Colrſtrby. * They" $ad'the 
gift pf diſterning Spirits,” Fich"thafy orher things 
which were mighty.neceſfary, confrdering what they 
went 2bout'; for'their 'Errand was to pull down the 
Msodel of the Nevin worſhip, a great pare whereof 
kid been'ſert Gothimfſelf ; Fo take down the 
pate, whe Fn Jews had for niany hundred years 
bees peculiarly ſeparated from rhe reſt of the world, 
and upon” which account they valued'themſelves a- 
bove'the reſt'of the' world : _ were to'convince 
them 
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' A Vifitation-Sermon. 
them that their $acrifices did ceale,- and onſequent- 


. 


ly, the Temple of, Jezvſu/ew maſt be-frequented 

other Notlons,! and upon! other accounts than. it was. 
when their 7; hy ogy mt ty 32nd you. 
that know the force; of education, muſt: needs: ac- 


knowledge: this was, hard work, and: negded: great 


| courage, 2nd a5.great-an evidenceofthe.truch of. their 


Commiſſion. 1 For when newt t9ibe ſetled in- 
the, zoom, of 'famenhing | thag-was fixed: before; by /a, 
Divine Warrant,,.,it had need-of! fome'pecutiarexcel- 
lency in its nature, or ſome 'more than-ordinary-evi- 
dence, before it ovght to. have any. admittance, a- 
mangſt the; Sons of. menz for things. well, fonnded, 
ought not- upen /cafte terms to, bþe\oyerturned,; And 
therefore upon this account; the Goſpel; being ſenc 
on purpoſe.to make void the LawiafyMyſesſofar 25. it 
was Judicial or| Ceremonial ; -and the '\Law. having 
been \ſetled. by God himſelf, there. was gnroemraſen 
that ſuch as were, the; immediate. inſtruments; af (9 
great an undertaking, ſhoujd;have'a proportionable 
commiſſion and ſtrength ro. gait with... - ; - 7 
And as the Apoftles ſtood.,in need of this extraor- 
dinary Spirit upon-the-Fews account, ſo-alſo upon; et 
Gentiles ; who, though ehey. were: Servants toa falle 
Religion, yet they believed nor ſo,. and conſequent- 
ly .it muſt.needs be. a. very hard task-to-unfix them, 
and bring them to an impartial confſderation of thoſe 
convincing proofs the Apoſtles gave of their being 
ſent by God. They were trained up in the worſhip- 
ing of ſuch Gods as did-no ways'oblige. them to any 
engagement againſt their Luſts; nay, the worſhipping 
of whom was inpart a fulfilling of their luſts; ,and as 
we find over all thoſe parts of the preſent world, that 
are miſtaken in the obje&s of their worſhip.; ſo no 


doubt it was then, they had a mighty fond on oy 
their 


ls 


mow ir; oY 

crea wit TR Og/R 

principles ſucked from thoſe they 

Hep we Mk their Pareats;; and, therefore up* 

on this accoun rey {ry poinr bag 5 He 
;convinced © 

k com rs ir doarias: 

had it not realy this, the Goſpel Fed have. been 

nipped in its Grit budding Poke and4it-would, have 


beep. a downright impoſſibility for 20 hes Peet Pars: of 
Apolle, 


the wor tohave been. impoled upon 
been omar Ln pengs as the A 
Ghoſt were... 1 

Can WO LOek that ſuch Eorraed men 4 Dion 
fire the Areopagite, and other perſons wr war upin t 
Schools: at, Athens, who well node ref the pr 
ciples nd connexion, of chings,, wo op: 
ted.to'the pretences: of ſuch bold and ONT TED -i44 

who could ſhew:po-reaſon at all. beyond hem own-con- 
roy afſertions for what they ſaid ? No, it was im- 
poſſible.. And by the way, this one thing ſhews the 
great necefity of human, Learning,. and is a ſufficient 
confutation of all thoſe Zxrhuſiefts who do: revileit-; 
to,wit, that what the. Apoſtles. wanted .of it, upon 
the ſcore of- education , God. ſupplied by Miracle. 
Well but 

2. Let us confider how long this extraordinary 

Spirit continued in. the Church for that it is ceaſed, 
and that no man. can. now pretend to it,..is 4 plain 
cafe, becauſe we daily experience it :. for. he that 
pretends to the ſame ſpirit the Apoſtles had; muſt do 
the ſame things, or elſe he is mighty vain, and ar- 
oues his underſtanding to be much impaired, 

| on 


c 
& 


grounds dothey'pretend their Miracles ayewro - 
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Now'in anfwer to , dr iscerttintharGod, , wh 
i'm ver"wanting mn ir he hoſe 


'arid'nec 

= to/anſwer, peta w 
the firſt Ae e5 thereof, ſo Ate 
todo, like Wyo firſt the 
pole BLOWN erp Fof' 


i exreoor indy 
rn carte: oo years:in'the of Gog, 
men whey 04 t Miracles, 2ndthereb y Eonvinted Ges 
no ſuch need of them,, and a 

And this we' = affert; n —___ 

rended miracles,” do; if 'men'be confiderate, * Exthiet 
expoſe it'to their ſcorn and cenſare;  ſo'ridicalous art 


Wl aboux: rhar time, eh Sr.'4 
vs th fer To num@ons ant * = 
were before ; 4nilthe 'reaon' ecavle there 
Tits fe rer they: 
w HR: in 
of the Church of f Rome; . fig? indeed,” 
firmio met itn the Chriſtian Kchgion by by deat foo 
theſtories they tel} and vpon fuck Night and! pitifol 


And therefore, I fay,” when the occaſion antf: 
of working Miracles ceafed;" then God in "Wiſdom 
ſufpended that great and ighity power wherewith he 
had accompanied good. 'men before, and Kirigs 
proving Nurfing-fathers, and Queens Nurfing-mo. 
thers to the Church, the Goſpel being a National 
Religion in moſt Countreys, and that which youth 
was brought up in at firſt; and there being fo fill an 
evidence ©6n its fide, taken from the purity of its 
doctrine, the innocence. of its deſign, the multitude 
of Miracles that awaited, its firſt appearance, and 
other concurring teſtimonies of equal force ; there- 
fore men are now to look for no other Spirit bat what 

is 


ix needs 1204 0 e646 thayrare 
a i the! china chang to be 


kuoih02 7 #2 BE 
th os ED 
lng 


hat; he 
Rn lojd = bo Loy bonds io iegred 


bgen wanting ta themſelves, Heayen had: beep Ybets 
potion and the lot. of. their Inheritance : 3nd as God 

id t0 {ſrael, ſo he may ſay £0 all. Chriſtians whatſor 
eyer, 0 you Sons of meny. yu hae deffroyed. your ſelves. | 

"And now We enter, into a larger field of difcourle, 
and ,1- with, my-.choughts, and, meditations may: do 
juſtice and right ta the maxter-uader! hand, and/with+ 
21 anſwer your expeQation. in a«thiag ſo really mo- 
mentous. and concerning... '] ſay. then, that [though 
God hath thought good to withdraw the extraordis- 
nary Spirit, yet he is with his Charely and People to 
the end of the World, by;affording chem. ſyeh aſhſtan- 
Ces as are requiſite for their ſerving of him, 

And this is a Dodtine that hath ſo univerſally ob- 
tained in the Church, of God, that the Pc/a24a He- 
reſte was early condemaed, by the Church : That He- 
refie that afſerts Man by the ſtrength of his faculties, 
improved by Scripture and Reaſon, by the objeive 
evidence that is in,things, might attain to ſuch a 
ſtate of mind, as to render him fit for Gods favour 
while here, and his eternal glory hereafter. 

: But 


LU Vifieation Sermon. 
» Borough this #/Dodiin geb 
s 


ledged,” all thar, | the miffakes 

rit of God, the cop di p the eXty 
ordinery \pi rpreting (ever 
Setipture} which ſp | 

he laſt "my Tex 

ting u | J | 
__— exercite'sf aſon 7 T7 
our 'ownifolly an&wickednefs,. td 2 


Pretenices'ts a'tm6re 
immevidte guidance and" Ae: the Spirit of 
God: 1 ſay theſe things have done'a *wotl4'of miſ- 
chief to Religisf'and civil Society together; they 
have forced men dut '>f their! proper places, angfbten 
the original of f6 mach'pride and* vanity of ſpirit, 
that Children as it were have'riſen up” againſt the 
Ancients / and every Novice hath taken UE bim 
to pitty his betters, and'tobe adireQtor of the People ; 
and therefore certainly*itis a thing of great topecrn- 
ment to every man, 'to ſet this Notioq right in his 
mind, that ſo he may hor, like every little Child, 
be toſſed too and fro with every wind of dv@rin, and 
thathis judgment may not be enſlaved to every 'bold 
pretender that covers a Woolfiſh nature with Sheeps 
cloathing. | ” 

' Now thar Spirit which awaits good men jn this 
world, give me'leave to give you this account of, 
which if bur well conſidered , will (1 am'certain) 
ſtrengthen you againſt all choſe addreſſes that fin or 
errour at any time make to you. 

1. The Spirit which now affiſts good men in this 
life, works upon then) according to- what they know ; 
it brings no new Notices of things tothem, but ope- 
rates upon thoſe they by their own labour and in- 
cuſtry have colle&ed and got together. For did it 
aſhiſt us not only with ſtrength and reſo]ucion of mind 


r0 


Ion It Tr nd un OD OE roman” oo wk.) * 


eres 


AA - I— _  m— 240  m——_ _ i, % Bs 


to adhere to what we know,//but:with rheknawlkdge 
of things themſelves, withouti:any inquoiewofroud 
own, .a]| labour:and diligence would: be difeouragtds; 
and; he thatlived- the. moſbidle life; might be im- 
proved:toas-due apprehenfions of things; /av the!modt 
tudious and ſolitary: perſor-/ what ſac yeri ;z2whichoit 
any. man” can'give: me an- evidenge..of,ulugter: 

this firſt aſſertion: but:if-I hold'6 ei ] ep Gerk 
an inſtance, I believe;I:ſhall die of-the! fare opinion 
I am now of. And therefore thoſe men rlide preteed- 


to new lights, to more glotrious diſcoveriesy ito mbre :\..- 


large manifeſtations of the.mind and*wilh:iof: God: 
than former Ages; have: beenacquainted with why! 
theſe men! run-up and/down: the- World! with apices 
tence,” whereby, they-may indeed-make the filly, world 
mad,” but lam ſure:they will never makeic wiſer or 
better, for there is no ſuch; thing as newLights z/and 
when ;the New Teſtament: wasſealed ups, God curſed; 
any; man.that added to-the-words' of- thatiBaok;: and: 
he had: certainly beemwanting to: his Chiydh,-164 
had wanted any neceſſary-toſ7lvation,: which /hebath: 
ſince revealed. 93 {ies c930 finds bro 
No, no, I fay again, the Spirit:-of Gad now: briogs! 
no new. things, +but its buſineſs is to'ſet-the.old-obes: 
upon our hearts and ſouls, toſtrengthen{our-goodippr+ 
poſes foran holy life, toenlighten -eur'dark facultirs, 
whereby we -may (ee the beauty: and: excellengy of 
thoſe Divine objeRs that are propoſed-to: que! ynder- 
ſtandings, and to excite our affeRions/ro; a: loye; as: 
greeable:to the worth and value of thoſe; things,oin 
which our ſouls are-mgre immedtately.-cancerneds ; 
and if any man appear, -let- him by looks; and; wink$- 
pretend to-never {o-mach Hed venly-mindednely, yet & : 
ſay, if the man appear amongſt you-wath promiſes - 
of ſurther diſcoveries of the way: and Kingdenſiot! 
C the 


20  eA Viſitation Sermon. 
F the. Lord: Jeſus ,/:1haw- the Chriſtian world hack yer 
| been acquainted with, look upon- him as an Im- | 
poſtor, / as the Devils Agent, whocomes/on purpote 
to-difturb men in the good old way , through which 
« the'bleffed Apoſtles, the noble Army of _—__ the 
df excellenrSainrs in Primitive times, trav co the 
» = New Jersfe/am.; and 'this head I cannorileave, till t 
8 have given yow an account whar/one of the greateſh 
| _ tatter- Age hath produced , fays con- 
ohis, | 


"W {| Hales's Golden The effects of the Spirit (fays he) as far as they 

q Remains. *  concerninſtrettion mh nit rac are not dex 
7 lar / informations far refolution in any 'doubcful 
Þ 61 cafes, for this were plainly Revelationg bur-as the 
FT Anget,-| who! was ſear to Cornelims, informs. him: 


| not, but fends him” ro Peter toSchool ; fo the Spirir 
| reaches nor; bar ſtirs upinusadefire rolearn, deſire 
} - tolearn makes 'vs thirſty after the means, and 'piaus 
i {ſedulicy and carefalneſs makes us wacchful in: rhe 
choice 'andditigent uſe of our means. Fhe promite 
| 4 to/the Apoſtles. of the Spirit of God , which ſhould: 
| lead them into all truth, was made good unto them 
- 4 by 11 pr ſecrer informing their onderſtandings, 
: withthe knowledge of high and heavenly myſteries, 
F which 2s yer had never entered into the conceit of 
'Y acty-man; the ſame promiſe is made good to us, bur 


7 


by 
1 falfilled afrer another manner ; for what was written: 
y 1 intheir hearrs by revelation for oor inſtruction, have' 
| they writ in Books to us, for information otherwiſe 
\ than out of theſe Books, the Spirit ſpeaks not : When. 
\ 7 the Spirit regenerates a man, it infuſes no knowledge 
of any point of faith, but ſends him to the Church: 
; | and ro theScriptures z when it ſtirs him up ro new- 
neſs of life, it exhibits not to-him an inventory of 


P his fins as hitherto unknown, but either ſuppoſes thera. 
4 known 


» DAttica 
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known :in the law of natures of which|no.man ctube 


4 ev) gn, 8s: np rye 07a 
thi —_ erS'; More this, inthe ordinary 
ceeding of | the: holy Spiric-in marcees! of inſtruction, 


1 could never deicry : ſo. that: to. (peak. of the'Spirit 
helping in private, either in-dijudicating or/intee- 


| ratg of nip, ie 10 lebanon 
whats, * +7 5/7 1 rEtTes, h26od wind 


And my tall the Waeld, eſpecially char part of ic, 
whoſe underftandings are: of a | more" 2xdinary! fize, 
come roſuch-convict ons 25 theſe, icis impoſſible buc 
we thould beover-rag with: Do@rias of: Devils ;/ amd 
at is very probablechatſome worſe Set than! that of 
the Quakers,:iFa worſe can come in their room; will 
e'relongde at thedoor, tin ordes to diſterb: the minds 
of Credulous People, and to infinaace ſuch Dvdrins 
ad org tr as cend co make them diſhoneſt and/im- 
m b " "Ay" WOpe E th 

And therefore if any fancies ſpring up 30; your 


' heads, and you find your felves/as it were Caneren 


with it, and ready to adopt ic -mto ant” of che ravit 
neceſſary traths to: be 'believed and' known, pray 
bring it to the touch-ſtone,to Scripture amd right Rea- 
ſon ;- and there conſtder what m__p_—_ bach an ic, 
and o_ plea it can make in a ( oe rationa | 
way , for us acceprance hmongſt the ' great » chings 
of God, And if metr did but rake chid danke, = 
world would foon be reduced co order, and every man 
would keep his place, and live in thoſe limitted de- 
pendencies, apoa the judgments, of other men that 


| are neceſſary for them, conſidering the difference of 


mens edacation and improvemeats, 

24; Another thing 1: lay dowa concerning this Di- 
vine Spirit nnder the Goſpe], and che afliftances thar 
it affords men of pains aud diligence, is this ; that it 

C 3 works 


_— | 
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4 . . . 
nuine operations, he finds a vaſt alteration in the ſtare 
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works upon the-inrelleQaal | part »of man',” and not 
upon 'the animil-fpirirs: of che body, 'the not :under- 


Randing of: whichcthach done # great deal of miſchief 


ro the.-world | for thermore 1gnorant part of mankind, 
finding ſometimes according: to their-fond affeRions 
they have: for 'anyiperfon or: thing, @ great warmth 
upon'their ſpirits, and a-kind of eager fire burning: in 
their bowels; all which- ariſes from the preſent mo- 
tion of rheir/bodily ſpirits,” increaſed by the ſtrength 
of their: fancy andimagination:: ' Whyalas, let the 
thing be neverſo dangerous and deſtraQtive, yet away 


they: runawith- it, as:if' the whole: intereſt of Jeſus 


Chriſt layat ſtake, and they care not what 'perils 


'they, expoſe: themielves to, what lofles they ſuRain, 
what hazards they encounter,nay nor what Authority 
-they affront,! fo they-may bur ſee Sion happy, in the 
-ſettlemenc: of the: preſent opinion they have' can- 


ceived ſo great a kindneſs for z and their ignorance 


:and their zealitogether hurls'them out of all conjide- 
'rations 5+and: makes them deaf eo all advice; and 
ſuſpiciouvof-anyiman as/an Enemy to the Kingdom 
of -Chriſt, who: attempts their reduction to more 
- calm and .temperate thoughts. 

. | But now certainly the Spirit of God, which comes 


with-a defign:to refine the: mind, : and; reform. the 


manners of the Sons of Men, hath a better and more 
worthy: ſubject to work upon than a company of con- 


fuſed ſpirits, hor and violent particles; which had 
they no ſuperiour powers to give Laws to their mo- 


"tion, would like Phaeton , ſet this world of Man: on 


fire. 


that Soul which Chriſt died to purchaſe the life of: 
and certainly, when ever any man experiences its ge- 


of 


No, no, the great defign of this Spirit, is to mend 
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he bountifully, makes of himſelf: ro. the "ms 


' and teſtifies the tzuth of his love by ſubmitting to his 
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of his mind, his appre f rhings are fax- diffe- 
rent from their former | 
command of luſt and 
the oature of thin 
that are in them ; jo pitches up 
eo My more agreeable to the 


| : $egd ,BP9 
him barely.upon.the ſcore: of his, Prieſthogd, peel 
he fondly and fancifully expe to be.ſaved by him. ; 


but he honours and loves him as his Lord and King, 


Authority, and. reſigning up. himſelf ta his will and 
pleaſure :. and the Mans Jelighe in God, .is boxromed 
in thoſe rational ſatisfaRtions he hath had ig a'tive 
performance of thoſe duties,through which God com- 
mudniicates himſelf to the intelleRual and rational 
part. of Man, 

Alas, thoſe. touches upon the animal ſpirirs,. are 
but flaſhes, and, vaniſh ina moment, upon which ſcore 
we read of ſ(everal perſons in the late confuſtons, who 
for a time made a great noiſe, and pretended. togive 
as great a lightto.che world ; in a moment after, the 
ſpirits lagged, and the courſe of their bodies alter- 
ed, ſunkinto the dregs of Atheiſm and Prophaneneſs, 
and drolled upon Religion as the produt of '2, few 
melancholy vapours from the head, and not of a ra- 
tional conſideration from the mind. 
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Whereas had theſe men been brooght to Religion 
the exerciſe of their minds and reaſon, about rhe 


 Dottrins'and' Traths of the Chriſtian Religion, and 


by the help'of Gods good Spirit, which never fails to 
raiſe and heighten the faculties, and to enlighten the 
obje& ro'ſuch laborious men, they had contirmed con- 
ſtant ro" rheir profeffion, notwithſtanding all diſcou- 
ragermentss; for rational fatisfa&ion , conviction of 
by nb fo ry be laid afide, bot by great 
degeneracy! and apoſtacy of mind, vr elſe by ſome- . 
thing that out-weighs it in point of ſatisfaQtion ro the 
COnmsr - | | 
And this 'was the way the Brreaws took ; for 
though there was the greateſt ſpirit in the Wort 
there , yet it is ſaid, they ſearched the Scriptures, 
whether thoſe things were ſo or m0 z that is, _ 
made uſe of their Reaſon, to compare Prophefies wi 
events, 2nd thereby got the name of being more woble, 
and no doubt furniſhed themſelves with a more fall 
ſatisfaftion: And Sr. Paz/, (as his manner” was) he 
went unto them, and three Sabbath days reaſoned 
with them out of the Scriptures, that is , he appealed 
ro their jndgments and underſtandings, and not to 
their, or his own private ſpirit: whereby he mrimates, 
that thats thegreat method of conviction, and that 
the work of the Spirit of God , when ſuch things are 
offered to onr realon. is to incline ns to confider and 
pauſe-upon the evidence that is in thoſe arguments, 
and 'to fix oor thoughts in ſuch 2 manner, as not to 
ramble from what is. propoſed, but to look into the 
ftrength and force fach and fuch Arguments are at- 
tended withal, | 
I fay this, this is the great work of the Spirit; and 
tojudge of the truth of the Spirits motions, by the 
warmth of our affections, and not by the true lightof 
our 
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eur underſtanding, is to get into a Labyrinth, out. of 
which we cannot extricate our felves, bur by being 
guided by the clue of our Reafaq ;; and there is 00+ 
thing under ſuch deluſions As theſe, bur a return to a: 
mans ſelf, to. an exerciſe of his intellectual powers, 
can ſave him, and. prevent his being plunged over 
head andears in fin and Hereſfie, | 7-0 

And therefore let warny Put cry dawn the 
uſe of Reaſon in Religion as long as they will, and call 
us carnal Preachers, for advi men to underſtand 
the reaſon of their Religion, Yet for all thag, Ldare 
deſire all thoſe who read theſe Papers, ta think them- 
ſelves Chriſtians upon no other account, . than tha: 
they are convinced theic Religion, is the. beft in. the- 
World, bSth as to its grounds, and ,as anni He 
and I dare aſfure them, that if they improve their- 
minds by pains and diligence, they ſhall find con- 
ſane ſtrength infuſed into theis ſouls by this good- 
Spirit of God, | 

3.. Another thing 1 lay down-concerning this Spi- 
rit, is this, that there is now nothing done by this or- 
dinary Spirit of God, which works upon the minds of 
diligent men, which contradiats and gain-fays what-. 
ſaever was ſaid or. done by the extraordinary. Spirit- 
in the Prophets and Apoſtles z. for the Holy Ghoſt is 
God, and fois Truth itſelf, and cannot lie z- and for 
any. man. to pretend he comes by. vertue of a com- 
miſtton-received from-him, and at the ſame time to- 


ſpread abroad propofitions of faith, or rules of life, 


which are not agreeable to what hath been already 
delivered down to the world, he-ought to be rejeRted 
as 2 monſtrous Blaſphemer,. a moſt vile Impoſttor, 
one that wonld thruſt the notion of a God out of the. 
world , by rendering him contradiory to himſe)f, 
changing h 


is mind upon all emexgencies, and — 
nat; 
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that matter of duty to diy, which not long 7gae he 
declared againſt with, the greateſt ſeverity, , And 


\, 


, though one would” think ſuch 2' thing ſhould never- 


be done by any'/perſon that wears a mans head, yer 
God knows thoſe looſe and ſcandalous rimes, in 
which our Fathers and we have lived, giveusTtoo ſad 
experience of it. _ "__ 

W hat do you think of 'thoſe who'prerent 'to be go- 
yerned by nothing elſe but a Tight within them, and 
yer vent ſuch Dodrins' of Devils as theſe'ore? to 
wit, That Jeſus Chriſt # not God': That he died to be our ex- 
ample, and mt a Sacrifite* © That they themſetves attain 


to ſuth a perfettion” of degrees a5 to live without fin': And. 
that which wints not its aggravation ; -naryely, Thar. 


the "Magiſtrates have nothing to do to hinder them in 
ſpreading theſe looſe-and deſperate Principles. FL 

And though I' coald name other Parties.of men, 
who come not much behind in ſome bad Principles ; 
yet] amreſolved, ſeeing 1 am vindicating the true 
Notion of the Spirit that deſcended inthe likeneſs of 
a Dove, to do it without any gall whatſoever, 

Let me therefore intreat you, if at any time ſuch 
thoughts ariſe in your ſouls, as are flatly contrary to 
Scripture , or the like ſuggeſtions are made to you 
by others, to conſider thus much, that God cannoc 
b» deceived, neither can he deceive; and what he 
hach plainly given out as his will and pleaſure, "that 
you may readily entertzin, aſſent unto,” and live in 
the practice of, withont any danger whatſoever, and 


Rilller holy Writ, with the help of the interpreta-. 


tion'of wiſe and good men be your Standard to 


prove DeQrins and Rules by, and then 1 am ſure you * 


2re ſafe. 
4. The Spirit of God which now influences and 
:&; the minds of men, is a Spirit of Wiſdom and 
Undcr- 
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underſtanding, as well as.of warmth and zeal;;:and 


when any man-is acted truly;by this Spirit, - though je 
may beget in him ſuch; aiſeions for, things as. may 
infuſe a convenient courage, and cloath him with a 
necefſary;boldneſs: yerfor all thar, - be is kept with- 
in his proper bounds, he runs not out to any exceſs, 
does nothing by vertue of a pretence to this Spirit, bur 
what.is very accountable to any perſon of true under- 
ſtanding. And whoſoever he is that gives hispaſſions 
leave toxun before his judgment, that is-aRed by ſo 
prepoſterous, a zeal,that he no ſooner is impreſſed, bur 
preſently without conſulting his: conſidering facul- 
ties, he makes himſelf ready' for the undertaking : 
though cthe-man may mean well, yet he muſt not, - 
ought not'to bring in the Spirit: of. Gad to: patronize 
bis follies z -for whereſoever ic-reſts, it (as I faid be- 
fore) teaches no new things, though it helps us inre- 
fleting upon the old, and prompts to nothing but 
what is warranted to him by the, evidence that «is 
brought before bis reaſon and underſtanding. And:if 
it was not fo, what ſtrange and horrid things might 
be done by a-pretence to the Spirit of God, — 
Murthers, and what Rapins, what invaſion of other 
mens rights, and encroachments-apon their liberties, 
and the like? And therefore *tis very neceſſary, as 
well as expedient, for all Chriſtians, who would be 
a credit to their profeſſion, not to purſye-any thing 
under a'notion, they are ſpurred to it by the Spirit of 
God, unleſs they can give a ſober, rational, and wiſe 
account, both to themſelves and others, of the uſe- 
fulneſs of the thing, of its conduciveneſs to ſome 
goed purpoſes and deſigns ; for ſtill the Spirit of the 
Lord that is ſent into the world on purpoſe to reform 
the minds of men, ſuggeſts no new things to them, | 

but 


0 8 


= 12.2. 


" af a La Þ 
A Pi/eration Sermon. 
bot fers'on the'01d; which are already delivered from 
Holy!Wiir,' 2ndwherherithe! Scriprutes- domot/make 
tis wife ra falvation,” whether we/areinot by-theny di- 
reted' to' every-rhing that is- lovely and "praiſe. 
worthy!;'l leave the'moſt nice Critick to''jadge; 
Away then with thoſemen who are-all fire, 'without 
any-allay at all, whoſe heels are upon'the go without 
ary eemmiſſion from the Head ; Ffortheſe menare ge- 
nerally! the ſhsmeand reproach of 'Chriſtianity, and 
expoſe # to 2 thowſand"reflecions ; from! men” who 
judge ofit'6nly' By what®they obſerve in others : A. 
way (Ifay) with theſe, "and give us the man{who fits 
0awn and retires irito himfelf, and doth nothing un+ 
der 4'pterenee*of the Spirit -of Gad;" bur whar he can 
give 2 veafon for? ;' this 'man' indeed fravelsin o ſafe 
road, ifahdsupon-i/bortoim "ther ſhall never fail;! and 
builds pon 4'rock which the windsand waves cannot 
daſh/in pieces ;' for: Reaſon is the ſame now that it 
was'from all eternity, and we carinot fall'into any 
Ganger, ſglong+ as we do the beſt we can to do things 
wiſely, and with our underſtandings ;/and 'Fam ſure 
we ſhallnot wrong'the Divine Spirit, to give him his 
due ſhare -in atfily'aRtion that is begun upon this prin- 
ciple, and + finiſhed-by the influence of ſuch conftde- 
rations, - for he is called' the Spirit of wiſdom and un- 
der flanding, of connſel and mitht : That is, he is not a 
Spirit that puts 'men- upon' headlong* ations, that 
countenances any thing that is ridiculous and fooliſh, 
that is not well thought of and debated beforehand. 
This Spirit leaves men to the ſul] exerciſe of all their 
faculties , and after: a juſt ſarisfaftion , and an in- 
tention to purſue thoſe things we are fo ſatisfied 
in, it gives us proportionable. aſſiſtance; that is, it 
doth not do all for us, and we fit ſtill; but when we 
do 
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do what wecan, it lends ys; helps; ſujtable;to aur. ins 
firmities' and weakneſſes, and what.is wanting.iq us, 
to do the work to Gods accepration, this Spirit,makes 
up:.and ſo long' as, men are wiſe -and-prudent,..and 
improve the powers of, their| ſouls by. ſtudy and-conr 
remplation , 1o: long they may expe. the Spirir of 
God entring 1nto theig-ſouls with-all-belps and; aids 
agreeable to theirneceſhiies © And'on the other hand, 
ſo long as men drive,'on ;fooliſh defjgns,. and ſuffer 
themſelves to be aRed; by every plauſible Argument ; 
why let their zealbe never ſo high and: touripgz; never 
ſo: hot and vaolenty, yet aflure:them theie-heat pro- 
ceeds from the; preſent remperatuye of the-Body, and 
not fromthe .concerrencg/ of, Gods|Spirity for ftalld 
{ay it is-2- Spiritiof wiſdom, and underſtanding. and 
gives encouragement. t6;,no mans folly - or , indi(- 
Cretion. | | 21 13R 
5. Though: the Spirit of God be a Spirit of -Wiſdom 
and Underſtanding, where jt comes. and is truly barks 
ned unto, yetit foes notexcude the uſe of means ig 
order to- obtain' that Wifdom : and though 1.) would 
wiſh my congue might ſooner cleave to the-roof of my 
mouth, 'thanI would do or lay, any thing to the dil- 
paragement-of this Spirit, ,yet have Inowarrant to 
celldeesinitsbehzlf, or. to ſpeak more for it.ehan it 
hath warranted -me to» dey - and thereforeT' ſay this 
Spirit conſidered under the notion of the ordinary 
Spirit, fur the extraordinary ts ceaſed, does not ex+ 
clade the uſe of: means in urder to- obtain Wiſdom, ; 
for ſtill God having. given. us faculties of ming: ca- 
pable of inquiring and knowing,; and having, obligeg 
us to the uſe thereof, and-.promiſed a bleſſing upon 
theuſe thereof, certainly he would not prevent our 
l2vour and -induſtry by. an extraordinary influence, 
D 2 when 
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when it might be:dote to all neceſſary purpoſes bythe 
ordinary ; no, no,” we find this all along, that God 
never 'went out of the ordinary courſe of Nature, if 
it would do what the purpoſed without an extraro- 
ordinary interpoſal : and when ever he wrought Mi- 
racles, it was in-order to ſuch convictions as dull Man 
could not receive without them. 

And therefore for any ſort of Men to think them- 
felves wiſer than-all the world beſide, purely becauſe 
they are of aparty, to-whom they fancy the Spirit of 
God is. alone married, is to argue themſelves the 
—q—_ fools ; for though'it prompe men to nothing 

ut whatis Wiſe, yet it leaves mento the improve- 


ment of themſelves' in Wiſdom, ' by exerting the 


powers of their own minds : and that man who.dees 
nottake pains to increaſe his knowledge, who is-nor 
ftudious & thoughtful,I will warrant him ſhall bea Son 
of darkneſs, notwithſtanding tharigreat light within, 
he ſo highly-boaſts of z for it is not now as it was in 
the Apoſtles days, we have not 'things by Inſpira- 
tion, but by diligence-and labour; the not right un- 
derſtanding whereof, hath done a great deal of miſ- 
chief to the world. For no ſooner have fome perſons 
of little minds and ſlender thoughts,: been brought 
over to a party of proud Men, who have monopo+ 
lized all Religion to themſelves, bur preſently they 
have ſer up for Cenſurers General of the reſt of man- 
trind,as Reprobates and Caſt-aways, as men who have 
no ſhare jn the eternal Decrees of Heaven, as Scum 
and Refuſe, and therefore fit for nothing but togive 
theſe conceited ones joy in the ruin and defſtrution of 
their Eſtates and Lives togethee ; for if men did bur 
believe the Spirit of God only aſſiſts them in every 


thing they know, and helps them to noules of Wil: 
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dom by private, Inſpiration, | but; only [encourages 
them jn living up to ghoſe they have learned al- 
ready,, there would be a great deal- more modeſty 
4g world, and men would love more, and cenſure 
eſs, 

Laſtly, Though the Spirit of God be a Spirit of 
Wiſdom, yet for all that, amongſt men' that have 
this Spirit , ſome are wiſer than other*; and the 
reaſon is plain, becauſe ir does not by vertue of 
its operations, deſtroy mens natural parts, or thole 
acquirements they have made by different educa- 
tions; and you may find two men that have ane- 
qual aſſiſtance from Gods Spirit, that is, have their 
affections equally raiſed to things Divine; and, yer 
one of them is of a far deeper underſtanding than 
the other, becauſe he hath had the advantage of an 
education before the other, And the Spirit of God, 
though wherever it comes, it makes all mzn-good, 
ſtrengthens all good purpoſes 2nd 'reſolutions, yet 
it leaves them. to their own thoughts: ro! find out 
Arguments for goodneſs, and to improve in prin- 
ciples of Wildom. 

And now for. a concluſion, If any man ask me 
why 1 pitched upon ſuch a ſubje& ar this time, 
I anſwer, becauſe I thought nothing could more 
conduce to the peace of the Church, and to the 
preſerving the ſeveral ſubordinations of men, than 
the true and right ſtating of. the Notion of the 
Spirit : For certainly did the People underſtand 
what has here been ſaid, Schiſm and Sepiration 
could not poſſibly have enlarged their borders as 
they have done; nor could Treaſons and Rebelli- 
ons have found ſuch ſhelters and reſuges as they 
have done, It was a falſe Notipn of. the Spiric 
that 


—_— 
+ -. 


A Viſitation Sermon. 


that 'brought in the! Deſblations' and Confuſions ; 


the Murthers -and Rapins of the late War | and 
by vertue of' the ſame miſtakes, the common 'Peo- 
ple ſtand ready to run away from all: thoſe obli- 
gations that lie upen them, to be dutiful to the 
Laws of the Church, in which they + live, and 
the ſubtle 'Deſigners, the cunning Crafts: men, ne- 
ver yet did 'rheir buſirieſs with the common Peo- 
ple *by ſtrength of Argument and force of Rea- 
ſon, but by gilded pretences of a more than or- 
dinary commiſſion from the Spirit of God; and in 
purſuance- thereof,” by uſing uncouth phraſes, ſuch 
as'are -ont of the common road'of ſpeaking, and 
thereby ivſinu#ting (into the Peoples minds, an 
opinion that they forſooth are ated by a more ex- 
traorditary Spirit than'the reſt of the carnal World 
are acquainted withal. Whereas, ler but theſe 
things be digeſted that I have named, 'and parti- 
culirly that nothing is now done by this ordinary 
Spirit 'which contradicts what was Cone' by "the 
extraordinary, or that the Spirit now brings no 
new things to us, and we (hall preſently return to 
ſober minds, ,and quiet and peaceable principles; 
then will God have his due, and Ceſar his: then 
inſtead of reviling Gods Mimſters, we ſhall give 
them honour ſuitable to the mcerits of their FunRi- 
ons ; and with modeſty, ſo far as it is allowed by 
Proteſtant princip!es, ſubmit to their judgments 
without any pragmatical cenſuring of their more 
rational ſentiments: we ſhall then find , that we 
hive no warrant from the Spirit t9 ſpeak evil of 
Dignities, to deſpiſe Authority , much leſs to rebel 
againſt them , becauſe they will not gratifie us 1n 
our m1&re-uureaſonable de fires ; nor yet to leave the 
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communion of a Church for ſome fancied corrup- 
tions, No, no, let us but be guided by theſe 
conſiderations, and I make no queſtion but we ſhall 
endeavour to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of Peace, and follow after thoſe things which 
make for peace, and whereby we may edifie one 
another. Which God of his mercy grant, &% 
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